HISTORY OF CARROLL COUETY
SINCE 1871
by Bingham Duncan
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(Continued fronm last week)

The period 1880 to 1910 may be treated se eingle unit
in the hisfory of Carwoll County ss the ssme charscter-
istics are to be found in cach of the threc decsdes of
that period. The growth of the pupulation, both wmhite
and golored was steady and the pupmlation changed but
slowly; the negro population increased in proporfion to
the total number of people five-tenths per cent from 1590
fo 1900 and dropped two-tenths pereent from 1900 snd 1910.
The increases in total pupnlation were simply in seeord-
ance with the growth of population throughout the state in
the period mentioned. Carrcll County comtimued on =
strictly agricultursl besis; menufedures heve never bocome
of sufficient importance to infinence movement of people
into the county. More and more lsnd was clesred up snd put
in farms; the existing farms wore divided into smaller omee
and wore opernted in lerge measure by temant farmers whe
had become an importent part of the population by 1910.
This pericd witnessed the building of two railroads through
Carroll, the Georgis Pecific (now the Columbms & Greemville)
in 1889, and the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley a decade later,
the former cutting across the middle of the county ané the
latter touching the northwest cormer. in important move-
ment of this period was the rapid development of rursl
schools. After the sctusl start in 1870 the pmblie school
system was stesdily improved during the eighties snd
nineties reaching s elimsx in 1895 when the only tw re-
maining private echools in the county (the Carrollton
Female College and the Male Academy) were merged to be-
come shortly afterwsrd a publie school.

Another step of importance in the public school develop-
ment was taken in the first decade of the present century
when congolidated rural schocls began to be comsidered snd
steps teken fo csteblish them in verious parts of the county.

The most importent factor in the decline of population
of Carroll thzt has tsken plece sinee 1910 developed during
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the period from 1870 to sbout 1900, but the result did
not show in the population changes ‘until 1820. This fsetor
was the depreciation of land value. The clearinz of mew fara
hnas of trees and underbrush permitted the soil to wash;
this condition was particularly haormful in the lower sreas
and ereek bottoms, which contained the richest farm lands
in fthe county. Washing of these arcss csused the caving
and lovelling of the ereek banks. In 1860 Big Sand CreeR
had high banks and carried a sufficlient volume of water to
furnish power for the rumming of sawnills and grist mills;
in the early eighties the creek was still only forty or
fifty feet wide; by the end of the century, however, the
0ld banks had beer worn down and Big Sand was w&ﬂu.‘lng
rapidly, being several hundred feet wide in some places.
A similer deseription applies to the other mah of tke
county. The overflowing of these creeks, snd the consegquent
deposition of sand on farm land in the lower aress with
the washing of the top soil from the land in the higher
sections has csused a great depreciastion of the agricultursl
value of land. Here, then, is a purely agriculfursl coumty
having its only mesns of development and growth slowly dim~
inishing and with no faeilities or materisl for potemtisl
industrial development. This comdition with the rise smd
growth of neighboring towms such as Greemwood, ¥Winoms, end
Grenadsa, which are located only & few miles ffom Carroll
County, has beern the principsl reason for the decresce in
population of Carroll since 1910.

A contributing force in the population decline from 1910
to 1920 was the wholesele migrsatiom northwsrd of negroes
during &énd immediastely after the World Wer; 1,123 negreoes
left the county during that decade. The further decrease
in the colored population between 1920 and 1930 is to be
attributed to the decline of the stagnant population
rother than to movements out of the counfy.

The deereasse dn the numbsr of white people of the county
betwoen 1910 and 19230 was 1,178. This decline hos been the
result of the agrieultural condition outlined sbove. #ith
the exception of a2 fow business snd professional men the
college trained youth of the county has been unwilling to
remain here becsuse of the laek of economic snd soeial
benefits.

Thus the old population of Carroll County has been moving
out to the surrounding towns snd cities snd there are no
attractions there $o provide for the inflow of s mew group.

CONCLUSION

Close study of all the Bactors that have infinenced, both

for good and for bad, the development of Cerroll County
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gince its reorgenization in 1870 smnd 1871 indieates that the
present condition of the county snd the make-up of its
population is & direet result of sgriculfursl condi tions
within the county couphed with the industrial rise of the
towns end cities sdjacent to, but not located within thatl
county. Contrary to the ususl case this county suffered
fow if any ill effects from the freeing of the slaves snd
the reconmstruction era. The primcipal effects of the re-
construetion ers were the bezimnings of the breskinz up of
the larzer plentations with the consegquent multiplicetion
of small farms and the establishment of & rural sehool
systems The former effect has mot in itself been detri-
mental to the county as & whole and the lstter hss been of
materinl benefit in the reduction of illiterscy in Carrclil.

APPENDIX

BIOGRAPEICAL

GREENWOOD LEFLORE

Greenwood Lefiore was borm Jume 3, 1800 at Le Fisur's
BLuTt masr the nresest site of Jacksom, Mississippi. EHe
was the son of lLouis Leflore, a Fremch trader and sa Imdisa
girl named Rebecca Cravai. Im 1812 the family moved fo a
8spot on the liatchez trall now known as Prench Camp. while
Leflore was there a Hajor Zohm Donly, a meil carrier be-
tween Natchez and Hashville, became interested in him.
Donly porsusded Louis Lefiore to allow him to take &he som
to Nashville to be educated. The father agreed snd the boy
went the seme yesr, remsininz in Hashville watil he was
eighteen years of age.

One of the many stories connected with Leflore is told
of his marrisge. Having been given his education dy
Major Donly it was natursl that the boy should furm %o
him for adviee. #¥hen he had completed his schooling
Greemwood went to the mejor snd ssked him what he (Domly)
would do if he loved & gzirl and her parents refused %o com=
sent to her marriage. Donly replied that he would steal
the gzirl. Shortly after the conversation Greemwood eloped
with Donly's daughtber.

A few years sfter his return home Leflore became & citisen
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of the United States; the following year, 1826, he was
olected, with David Polsom, e chief of the Choctew Estiom,
in 1830 he was made chief of the western district sand lster
of the entire nation.

lefdore figured prominently in the sizning of tke
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, in which the Choctaws ceded
theit remaining lends in Mississiopi to the United Ststes.
He is credited with tke prevention of $he perpretstion
of many lsnd freuds egeinst the Indians, perticularly those
remaining in Wissiseippl under the provisions of the treaty.
Leflore's willingness to go to great lemgths for his people
was illustrated by a speclal trip made during indrew Jeck-
son's presidency to ¥sshington to seeure the remov=l of mm
Indien commissioner whom he comsidered imcompetent.

By the terms of the Treaty of Dancinz Rebbit Creek,
Leflore wos granted s home site sad scversl thoussmds of
asres of lsnd in Carroll County. (A totsl of 15,000 seres
by the tresty and subseguent grants). He settlo& on this
plantation and built s booutiful home where he remained
until his death in 1865.

Besides his plantation, on which he khad some four
hundred glaves, Leflore founded for his plentation con-
venienee a smsll town at tho jumetiorn of the Yaroo snd
Iallahatchie Rivers, which he ealled Point Leflore: ke
cstablished a steam sawmill, openmed a rosd with bridges
thet cost him $75,000, and cwred his owm stesmer on the
Yagoo River; he was also heasd of a syndicate omming lerge
areas of lend in Texas.

In 1835, Leflore was sent to the lezislature of Miss-
issippl as the first representstive of Carroil Comtr.
From 1841<1844 he wac made state sgemator from Carrcll.
Lefliore stremuously opposed secession and im 1861 exerted
8ll his influence against 1t. Throughout the period of
the war he refused o recognize the chenge im zovernment
snéd would never sccept Confedorate money.

Leflorc dled August 21, 1865: he reouecsted that he be
shrouded in an American fiag and his srsndechildren held
one over the caskef &s it was lowered. He wse buried in tke
fomlly lot near Melmeidon. The momument msrking the grave
bears the inscription:

GREENWOOD LEFLORE :
Born Jume 3, 1800 -~ Died img. 21, 1865
Last Chief of the Choctaws
East of the Hississippi

(above articlo copied from THE CONSERVATIVE. Carrolltonm,
Corroll Coumty, Mississivoi--Priday, October 20, 1933)
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