aum.ry of Miast, lppi nrrmm ¥ ‘
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i rar RAE T 1 %
Aoting Governor of Mississippi Territor: e 5
Tine 3, 1806, o January BT, 1607 ¥ N

RS Bow)and § Dunbar| Znoyelopedis of
Hosrapton, aom-rn et ortont &

Nesd, Cowles., Sesretary of Misdfésippi territory, nd soting.
governor from June, 1606 (to January, 1807, » virginiam by .
Birth, resred in Georgis, who was a candidate for congress when barely
of required age, - Fis election was certified by fhe goversor of

Georsia, on, partisl returns, but when his opponent ', mede & showe
delayed. beyond the
legal 1imit by the effects of a hurricane, Wead was unseated, where-

1ng to congress that the missing retwrns we

upon Fresid-nt Jefferson appointed him eecretary of the kissieeippi
territory. By virtue of his office he asvused the functions of
the Territorial governory which were rather absolute in governing
pover, tansdiately upon Ble arrival in Sississizpi. A state of
war, Que to the-Zpanish menaces on the Loulsiana boundary and at
Mobile, and the Asron.Surr expedition, exalted his powers in a
high degree. It would“naturally be expected that upon the return
of Governor Filliams from his visit to North Carolina, Mesd would
not pass, into, eclipse ard bacoms & hsre sscretary witnsu some
pangs, and this was the case. In faot, the governor, was gompelled
o remind him in April, 1807, that he should attend the seat of
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governcent and perform his dutiss, or st lesst permit the governor

%o bave access to the records, Lead thersupon sent & Ur, Pope as
bis deputy, to which the governor demurred that he doubted the

suthority of the secretary to appoint substitutes, though bs mas de.

1ighted ¥ith ¥r. Pope personaliy. WoCaleb (Aaron Burr Comepiracy),
sugeeste that iesd's suspecions of A1lkinson had something to do With
hls retirement. Becsuse of his distrust of the general and confie
dence 1n the people,”he Was accused of being in sympaghy With the
conspirators by Tilkinson and Governor Rilitams of “ississippi, and

218216004 from office. Neverthele

he was beyond qu

tion the
most efficient official in the

- and therefors could expect
00 better reward,' Whatever may be the suthority for this, it is
true that Wead and his friends accused Governor Fillla:

of betng
in sympathy with Burr, in h’ﬂ"

\of dsfearing the governor for re-
asvotntaent.

n February 1, 1807, bs fought a dusl on the Louisisna shore
with Capt, Robsrt Sample of Filkinson county, and received & wound
in the right thigh whioh lazed him during the remainder of 11if

n the following April he was maried to Mary, daughter of Abner
“resn. Upon bis r

trezent as

ratary 1o tae samser of 1307, be
bezan the prastise of lam and aa alastad to tte houss of repra-
sentatives, where he lad the fight on the governor. Asron Burr in
later years oalled him “a vain man, of very saall mind,” and when
told that he mever tired of relating tae event of his ospture,

8214, "I would have supnosed -the episode to that effalx would have
restrained him from 1ts narration,” (Sparks, Memories,)
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In his Bistory of Te:

(1814), B. . Foote wrote,

1iaimary to quoting Mead's famous war address of 1807:
gentleman who pronownced 1t is now eight miles distant from

the writer, rejoicing equally in the comforts of an ample for-

©une e in the remown of tygons days; and pernaps reciting at 3
this moment, to some delighted hearer, the womdrous capture of %
Aaron Burr, the Conspirator.”

J. F. H. Claiborne (p. 276) describes him as a man of such
flowery speech that his real ability was obscured. When the Tegli-
ment of volunteers was organtzed at Baton Rouge in 1613, he Te-
cetved a comnission as colonel, but he gave it w to make a camvass
for delegate to Congres:

a mistake which caused him defeat by Dr.
Lattimore then, and by Christopher Rankin a few vears afterward.
He was an active meaber of thd.constitutional convention of 1817,

was a skilled parliamentarian, and spesker in the legislature,

1821-25, His later home, Called "Gréemwood," ¥as & mile morthwest

of Clinton 1n Hinds county, #et in a lawn of fifty acres of Bermuta
srase, which, 1t was 3aid, he introduced into the United States.

fle was an enthusiastic gardener, and often entertained distinguished
auests 1n a favortte seat under ¢ cadsr in the midst of flower beds.
The sword of Aaron Burr was ome of the tressures of this home until

carried to Virginia in 1661 and lost at Pirst Manassas. The home

was destroyed in 1863, by the ravages of war.

In an old neglected graveyard, mesr Clinton, a prostrate shaft

bears the insoription: "To the memory of Cowles Mead, whose pure
1ife exeaplified the spirit of an homest man, Born, J°%OPeT 18




tary amd Acting
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Beside him was buried his wife, Ma ry
Lilly, born in 1797, dled in 1834, and his som, Cowles G
1n Jefferson county in 1618, d 1ed in Yazoo county, 1649.

1776, dted May 17, 1844.%

born

From: Rowland, Dumbar, History of Mississy

1, The Heart of the
SuuLh. .vx k30 “Clarke Publishing ( 5 1955,
404, 407, 414, 427, 428, 431, 448, 455, 474,
95, Baeies, 1005, 0, 50, 536, 545.

++. Cowles Mead, a brilliant young Jeffersonan Republican,
who had just lost a congr

stonal contest in Georgla, was appoint-
ed secretary of the Mississippt Territory in Jamurv, 1608, and
in the following April Governor Williams returned to Forth Caro-
1ina to arrange for the removal of his family to the scens of his
offfcial duties. In his absence the territorisl secretary became
acting governor. Governor’Williams did mot Tetwrn to Mississivpi
until Janvarv, 1607, and during that period, embracing nine months,
events came to a head in comnection with the Spanish complications
a nd the Burr conspiracy which was conducted by Mead in the absence
of Willlams. ;

Uatil the roturn of, Govermor Williems in Janusrv, 1807, the
acting executive was in the limelight of affairs in the southwestern
country. Military movements amd intertwined conspiracies completely
over-shadoned the civil affairs of the Territory, and incluled a
sertes of dramatic and exciting events which espectally appealed

to the high-strung character of Mr. Nead. The Sabine expedition

and the Burr conspiracy were the outstanding featur

of this periqd.
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Several chapters could be written on the disputes and bitter 427
antaostties engendered by the Burr episodes.. Both Goversor Clai-
borne and Governor Willlams were supporters of General Wilkinson,
and the Orleans executive fought a duel with Dantel Clark, nephew
of the famous ploneer Colonel Clark, on account of his charges
agatnst nimselr and Gemeral Wilkinson. Mead led the opsosition
%o Willlams and Wilkinson in Mississippt Territory, and was deposed
in the swmamer of 107. Tomss H. Willlams succeeded the first

named as secretary of the Territory on June 1, 1607, In the en-

sulng special election for four representatives, Mead was chosen,

i

as Jefferson district was his stronghold. Then he formented a
quarrel between George Poindexter, an Adams County representative,
and Governor Willlams, who challenged the Governor through Captain
Voss, of the militia as well as a justice of the peace.

The opposition to Governor Willlams crystallized aroud a 428
memortal to President Jefferson volcing the sentiments of the
Assemdly agatnst the Teappointment of the territorial head for a
second tera commencing March 5, 1605... The memorial was signed
by Joshus Baker, president of the council, and Joseph Sessions,
another councilman, ‘and by John Ellis, spesker of the houss and.

four other representative

viz.-Cowles Mead, Alexander Montgomety,
ki 8 it e AR

Ul e
W

«++ The Bazk of Wississippi, which was created by an act pﬁ\-m 416
December 25, 1809, was an imdependent institution, founded to promote
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the "agricultural and commercial interests® of the Territory...
Francts X. Mertin, Ferdinand L. Claiborne, John Steels, Abner Green,
Abtieh Aunt, Semvel Postlethwalt, Zvemeser Re
Lim others7, w
of $50,000.,

o, Cowles Nead,...
authorized to receive subscriptions in the iim

In Junuary, 1613, was begun the organtzstion of the Pirst 455
Regtmont of Nisstasippt Territory. Cowles Mead was first com-
nisstoned as colonel and Joseph Carson as major, but Mead soon
resigned to make a canvass for congressional delegate and Carson

was named colomel.

Becretaries of Mississippt Territory a7
798-1817
~
o
cortes wewa, or geo o %
ppotnted on eoRfiraation, Jamary 21,

1608,
ting Governor, June 6, 1806, to January 28, 1807.

Speakers of the House of Representatives of Miscissippl Territory 476
1800-1817
Cowles Uéad, from 1811 to 1813,

Reassembling of the General Assembly 498
As the physicians of Natchez had certiffed that the yellow

fever had disappeared as early as Hovember, the Assembly reassembled

on the 8th of the following December at the house of Edward Turner

1n that city, amd Cowles Mead was made s

er of the house. 499




_ The First Sei iun abbnc

The Governor renewed his rec muon to}-

s
of the State laws, and the legisl qm responded in ﬁ)ﬂz‘ ary by
ol
passing an act entrusting the entire task to him 1Batead of to
eetnat 4 citizens.n Tais of oi?.‘&':‘m. ant

legal activities was unusual amd did mot

lature to convene in Jackson.

house.

The Election of 1623 ol
The fall election of 1823 resulted in the return of uov-r%
Leske to the gubernatortal chatr... Cowles Mead w

speaker of the

house of representatives.

The election of August, 1825, had resulted in the reclection 545

of David Holmes o

Cowles Mead by & vote of 7,846 to 1,499,
the aoting oomm'\h.i Been chosen 1eutenant governor.




