James O. Cearley

April 29, 1908 - December 18, 2003

Ridgeland- James O. Cearley, 95, passed away Thursday, December 18, 2003, at Highland Home in Ridgeland. Services are 2 p.m. today at the Vaiden Methodist Church in Vaiden. Visitation is 12-2 p.m. today at the church with burial in the Vaiden Cemetery.

Mr. Cearley was born April 29, 1908 in Toone, Tenn. and moved to Vaiden in 1918. He was married to Minnie Austin Cearley for 53 years. He was a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II. A long time Vaiden resident, Mr. Cearley was a successful businessman and merchant and active in civic affairs, having served several terms on the city council and numerous boards. He was an avid sportsman. Following retirement in 1972, he traveled extensively. He was a member of the Vaiden Methodist Church. Mr. Cearley truly loved life and the company of his family and many friends. He will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him.

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Minnie Austin Cearley; his parents, Oscar Cearley and Ella Smith Cearley; brother, George Wood Cearley; sister, Mary C. Koeppan.

Survivors include: wife, Mary McGee Cearley of Ridgeland; step-children, Mike McGee and wife Sally of Canton, John McGee and wife Marla of Greenville, Janet Stegall and husband Keith of Nashville, Tenn.; nieces, Peggy Wilson of West, Jackie Lancaster of Winona; nephews, Lee Graves and Harry Graves of Clarksdale; and five grandchildren. 

The family expresses their gratitude and thanks to the Highland Home Staff. Memorials may be made to the Multiple Sclerosis Society or Vaiden Methodist Church. 
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