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A Place In History 
By Carl McIntire, Sunday Editor – The Weekender Edition 

Clarion-Ledger, Jackson, MS. Date: n/a 
 

Almost hidden in the trees behind the famous old Methodist Church at 
Washington is one of the state’s oldest houses – a place that has several 
claims to fame and has been restored to one of the showplaces of Mississippi. 
 

Meadvilla gets its name from Cowles Mead the secretary of the 
Mississippi Territory who was later an official of the state as it was 
organized. But the house was there before Mead and was made more 
impressive later when it was the home of Mississippi’s first geologist, B.L.C. 
Wailes. 
 

Just when the original part of the house was built is in question, but it 
must have been there before the original Spanish land grant to John Foster in 
1789. A notation on that read “land and building.” 
 

By the time Cowles Mead purchased the land from John Foster on 
Dec. 11, 1803, it appears that the house had been made into an inn on the 
Natchez Trace. A note, hand-written on the edge of the deed, carries the 
notation: “Spread Eagle Tavern.” 
 

Mead sold the place to Nathaniel Ware in 1817, and he sold it in 1819 
to John Snodgrass. It was from the latter that B.L.C. Wailes secured the deed 
on May 13, 1828. 
 

From all indications, the original building was a one room affair, four 
stories high if you count the basement, two floors and an attic. It must have 
been quite the spot for thirsty and tired travelers with ox blood red painted 
doorways, an eagle outlined in gold leaf above the door. 
 

That may have been most of the house when Mead lived there, 
although he added a two story brick structure in the rear to serve as the 
treasury of the Mississippi Territory. 
 



 
 Wailes, who collected rocks all over Mississippi and made the first 
geological surveys, is credited with making additions to the house.  Large 
wings extended on each side of the first floor room.  These were two stories 
high with wide porches across the front at both the first and second floor 
levels. 
 
 Mrs. Robert Y. Wood Sr. is the present owner and she has restored the 
house in recent years after it had been allowed to deteriorate over the years.  
In the restoration, workmen found the ox blood red doorways and some of 
the gold leafed eagles of English design.  There was not enough to save, 
however, and these were painted over. 
 
 Today only a part of the brick wall remains of the former treasury 
building.  It was once a stately structure, the upper floor completely closed is 
with heavy flooring and guard rails around the lower floor.  The gold or cash 
of the territory is said to have been kept upstairs in the enclosure. 
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